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Dear Community Member, 

 

In response to your public comment at the April 6, 2022 meeting of the Pine Plains Board of Education, 

I would like to thank you for your kind words regarding the work of the Board.  As I’m sure you’re 

aware, the pandemic created a variety of challenges for Boards across the country, and we were no 

different. We greatly appreciate your support. 

 

We also appreciate your feedback regarding the visuals during the budget presentation.  That is helpful 

information and we will work on remedying the issue for the future. 

 

Again, we thank you for your support of the district, and for your feedback. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anne K. Arent 

President, Board of Education 

Pine Plains Central School District 

 

 

Dear Community Member,  

 

In response to your public comment from the April 6, 2022 meeting of the Pine Plains Board of 

Education meeting, I offer the following: 

 

• You asked whether the Board of Education would abide by a mask mandate should one be 

implemented by either New York State or the Federal government.  Our response to this question 

has not changed.  By law, all School Boards in the State are required to follow these 

mandates.  If the Board refuses to comply, the New York State Board of Regents will remove the 

board as a whole and take over the duties.  Furthermore, the district will lose state funding at the 

expense of its students.  Per the New York State Education Department, "A member of a Board 

of Education may be removed from office pursuant to Education Law '306 when it is proven to 

the satisfaction of the Commissioner that the board member has engaged in a willful violation or 

neglect of duty under the Education Law or has willfully disobeyed a decision, order, rule or 

regulation of the Board of Regents or the Commissioner of Education”.  Therefore, even a single 

board member can be removed if they show they are not willing to abide by the laws as set forth 

by the state. 

• We appreciate your request for an update on Board Goals, and will provide one in the near 

future.  However, it should be noted that most of these goals require the end of school year in 

order to determine the level of their success (i.e., graduation rate).   

• The district received no compensation from any entity for hosting the Covid-19 vaccination 

clinics.     

• To clarify, I believe that at our March 16 meeting, I said that your views were shared by fewer 

than 1% of the voting population of our district (there are over 6,000 eligible voters).  I misspoke 

if I said .1%.  While you mentioned the 80 pairs of shoes left at the school, there were actually 

only 39 letters (which were hand-delivered to our state legislators by trustee, James Griffin).  If 

we are basing numbers on that instance, my percentage is accurate.   
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• Regarding your request to add a parent member to the Board of Education, the Board is currently 

comprised of five parents with children currently in the district, one former parent, and one 

grandparent (who is also a former parent).  Therefore, your request is already being met by those 

serving in office. 

 

As always, thank you for reaching out to the Pine Plains Board of Education. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anne K. Arent 

President, Board of Education 

Pine Plains Central School District 

 

 

Dear Community Member, 

 

Thank you so much for your kind remarks at the April 6, 2022 meeting of the Pine Plains Board of 

Education.  We greatly appreciate both your comments and your support. 

 

I did reach out to our Ag teacher, Stephanie Rhoades, regarding your request for students to help with 

the Community Garden in the Town of Stanford, and she will be contacting you.  I hope that our 

students will be able to assist in this wonderful community project. 

 

As always, if you have any other questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us. Thank you for 

your support of the district. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anne K. Arent 

President, Board of Education 

Pine Plains Central School District 

 


